










Next update was regarding ISIT 2021. The conference will be held virtually in Melbourne, 
Australia in July 2021. Parastoo Sadeghi and Emanuele Viterbo provided the most up-to-date 
status. Updates include:  

• 10% venue deposit was fully refunded and the contract was formally cancelled; 
• Conference Catalysts was selected as Virtual platform (same as ISIT’20) and the contract 

was executed; 
• PCO ICMSA will handle only registrations, promotion, sponsorship, and finance; contract 

addendum was executed; 
• 5 Plenary speakers were announced and their talks will distributed over July 12-20 (9 days); 
• A record of 8 tu



Igal presented the following statistics: Sub-to-first review: average: is 29 weeks, and  median is 26 
weeks. Sub-to-Online publication: average is 57 weeks, and median is 50 weeks (referring to the 
Q4 of 2020). 
  
These numbers are in spite of the significant extension provided by EiC during the last year (since 
March 18, 2020) due to the pandemic. Despite considerable extensions, the sub-to-pub statistics 
are about the same as 3 years ago. Extensions were given as follows. For authors, minor revision 
was changed from 45 to 90 days, and major revision was changed from 90 to 150 days. For 
reviewers, first review was extended from 75 to 120 days, and the review of a revision from 45 to 
90 days. 

Paper length statistics for the last 6 months (Nov. 20 – April 21) are  4029 pages / 237 papers = 17 
pages/ paper. Standard deviation: 6.8 pages. 
 
Igal stated that the Special Issue devoted to V. I. Levenshtein is forthcoming. There are 27 papers 
in the issue, and one paper was routed to the regular issues. Olgica Milenkovic was the Guest 
Editor-in-Chief for this special issue. 

Next, Igal presented the candidates for the position of the Associate Editors of the IT Transactions.  

BoG approved the following candidates: 

1. Antonia Wachter-Zeh – Coding Theory  
2. Jun Chen 

 



• Seventh issue: Coding for Data Management and Delivery in Networks. Papers due May 1. 
• Sixth issue: Coded Computing. Closed March 15. 
• Fifth issue: Sequential, Active, and Reinforcement Learning. Closed October 15. Expected 

publication is April 2021.  
• Fourth issue: Privacy and Security of Information Systems. Closed August 15. Publication is 

imminent. 
  
Andrea next presented a working list of future topics, and provided submission data per issue. The 
first issue on deep learning had the most submissions



She mentioned that as the magazine is projected to initially lose money, at the time of application 
we opted for common design support from IEEE to reduce costs. However, for the cover 
illustrations we will be using a professional illustrator. BoG members had suggestions on featuring 
an article in the cover page design or the topics, and linking papers to associated videos that are 
already available.  
 
Christina clarified pricing fees from IEEE including for illustrations but these reuse existing 
images and are typically not original art. A BoG member suggested external resources to be used 
to create illustrations that go along with the articles.  
 
The following motions were issued. 
 
Motion 1: To replace U. Mitra and D. Costello with E. Soljanin and R. Yeung in the BITS Steering 
Ad Hoc Committee. 
 
Motion 2: To use $20K new initiative funding in 2021 in support of BITS promotion. 
 
A friendly amendment to increase the funding to a total of $40K was made. 
 
 
There were no objections to the amendment. 
 
The motions passed. 
 
Information in Small Bits Cartoon – Christina Fragouli  
 
Next presentation was given by Christina. She asked for funding to support the completion of the 
cartoon. 
 
The following motion was issued: 
 
Motion: To use $20K new initiative funding to produce the remaining two chapters of information 





 
 
The meeting adjourned at 3.40 pm EST. 
 
 


