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337 Members, 9 Fellows, and 258 new members from Region R10. Total membership count as 
of October 9 is 3781 members. 
 
Regarding the update from the IEEE, she stated that the b



Item 3: FITS committee shall consist of at least five members (including the chair) and shall be 
responsible for strategic initiatives of the society, including a unified digital presence through 
online activities and social networks. 
 
A BoG member suggested to change the outreach to inreach on the other committee having a 
similar name, and make this one an outreach committee. Another BoG member suggested to 
have inbound and outbound subcommittees. 
 
It was clarified that the chair of the standing committee should be a BoG member but the 
subcommittee chair need not.  It was also pointed by a BoG member that for the real vote 
precise wording needs to be in the bylaws. 
 
The result of the straw poll was as follows: 
 
Item 1: 19 yes, 2 no, 2 abstain votes. 
 
Item 2: 20 yes, 1 no, 2 abstain votes. 
 
Item 3: 20 yes, 1 no, 2 abstain votes. 
 
 
The following motion was issued: 
 
Motion: to extend the meeting by 45 minutes. 
 
Motion passed. 
 
Paper Awards Committee – Wei Yu 
 
The next presentation was given by Wei Yu on behalf of the Paper Awards committee. Wei 
thanked the members of the committee for their service. He then presented the status of the 
ITSoc paper award. He stated that there were 8 occasions for two concurrent papers, most with 
independent discoveries.  He stated that the committee believes that it is now the time to 



 
Wei stated that the Paper Awards committee members unanimously support engaging the BoG 
to discuss the possibility to allow the above flexibility.  
 
Then, Wei discussed the conflict of interest. He stated that this year, 4 out of 9 members were 
excluded at various stages of the award deliberation process. Committee suggestion is to 
replace Paper Awards Committee members who are co-authors of a nominated paper. This 
action will be done by N&A after the nomination deadline (March 1). 
 
The following straw poll was presented:  
 
Item 2: Authors of papers nominated for the ITSoc Paper Award should not serve on the Paper 
Awards Committee. 
 
A discussion among the BoG members regarding the status of the paper award ensued. A BoG 
member said that it might be hard to differentiate between one paper and one result. Another 
BoG member said that a single award would be most prestigious and that other awards could 
be instituted. Some BoG members raised a concern that increasing the paper limit would lower 
the prestige. A BoG member said that the increase would give the committee needed flexibility. 
 
The result of the straw poll was: 
 
Item 1: 14 yes, 6 no, 0 abstain votes. 
 
Item 2: 20 yes, 0 no, 0 abstain votes. 
 
IT Schools – 



There was a brief discussion indicating that Stark’s term as the school subcommittee chair is 
ending this year. There will be a BoG vote in accordance with our bylaws for the confirmation of 
the new chair.  
 
The meeting entered a recess at 1.40 pm EST on Saturday, October 10.  
 
The meeting resumed at 10 am EST on Sunday, October 11. 
 
First, President Yener took the roll call. The following members were in attendance: 
Erik Agrell, Erdal Arikan, Matthieu Bloch, Suhas Diggavi, Alex Dimakis, Lara Dolecek, Stark 
Draper, Elza Erkip, Meir Feder, Christina Fragouli, Andrea Goldsmith, Camilla Hollanti, Sid 
Jaggi, Tara Javidi, Vijay Kumar, Matt LaFleur (#), Olgica Milenkovic, Prakash Narayan, Henry 
Pfister, Vince Poor, Joachim Rosenthal, Parastoo Sadeghi, Igal Sason, Emina Soljanin, Daniela 
Tuninetti, Aaron Wagner, Aylin Yener, and Wei Yu. 
 
All attendees joined remotely via Zoom; non-voting attendees are denoted by (#). 
 
10:00-10:05 Attendance 
10:05-10:25 Treasurer’s Report (Wagner)  
 
Treasurer’s Report – Aaron Wagner 
 
The next report was given by Aaron Wagner in his role as the Society’s Treasurer. This was 
Aaron’s last report as his term is ending this year. 
 
Aaron started with overview of how the funds are allocated towards general funds and special 
projects. He then went over the status of various categories comprising 2020 general funds. 
 
He noted that IEEE carries conference insurance with a pandemic rider. This should cover the 
difference between expected $103K and actual $31K ISIT surplus for ISIT 2020. The payout will 
likely occur in 2021, but there will be no coverage for ISIT 2021. 
 
Next, Aaron said that 2020 Special Projects were scrapped due to the pandemic and the new 
list was made, with fewer items.  
 
Next, Aaron went over the 2021 General Funds. He stated that in 2021, unlike how it is normally 
done, IEEE did not make any requests/recommendations, even for the bottom line. They only 
sent forecasts for the line items that they control. Aaron reported that he submitted the budget. 
He went over the key details of the proposed budget, stating that it in the worst case has $61k 
deficit. 
 
Then, Aaron went over the financials of the IT Transactions. There was a continued downward 
trend which was suddenly reversed last year. Aaron investigated this phenomenon and figured 
out that the upward spike was due to the overall IEEE profit increase. His take-away point was 
that shorter papers have financial benefit. Editorial considerations towards that practice could be 
a financially beneficial cultural change. 
 
 
EiC Transactions on Information Theory – Igal Sason 
 
Next report was given by Igal Sason in his capacity as the Editor-in-Chief of the IT Transactions. 



Igal presented candidates for the positions of Associate Editors of the Transactions. He stated 
that there is a need in the technical areas for which these candidates are proposed. He provided 
biographies and list of key publications for each candidate. 
 
BoG was appreciative that there were candidates from industry. A BoG member expressed 
concern that there was no gender diversity amongst the candidates. Igal stated that 20% of 
current editors are females. Another BoG member expressed concern that the editorial board is 
moving more towards CS. It was echoed that the diversity should be sought from within the 
community. Another BoG member suggested that criteria should be well known to solicit a 
broad pool of candidates to make the process transparent. It was also suggested to keep a 
record of who was invited and had accepted or declined. 
 
 
The following motions were issued: 
 
Motion: To approve Alekh Agrawal (Machine Learning Area) as an Associate Editor. 
Motion



opportunity to innovate. Regarding Distinguished Lecturer program recordings, Matthieu stated 
that it is in progress. He emphasized that there is a lot more than meets the eye, and that 
volunteer help is needed. Regarding the organization of hybrid meetings, Matthieu went over 
the current situation and on-going efforts. Erik has started the first draft of guidelines. The 
committee needs help in the form of an additional pair of eyes. Next, Matthieu went over the 
status of BITS on the Web. There has been constant communication with Rob Calderbank to 
enhance BITS with online content. Matthieu presented representative examples, including   
2 pages on polar codes, and 2 minute videos to support published articles. He stated that help 
is needed here as well. 
 
A BoG member stated that expenses can be budgeted for to support BITS. Another committee 
member suggested to integrate content with the existing online IT content.  Another BoG 
member suggested to have a part of the content be outward for public, and another part be 
login-based for the society’s members, as a part of the membership value.  
 
After a short break the meeting continued. 
 
Conference Committee – Vijay Kumar  
 
The next presentation was given by Vijay as the chair of the conference committee. He started 



For ITW 2022 to be held in Goa, India, Vijay stated that the organizers will rethink the 
conference format and report back at the next BoG meeting. 
 
For ISIT 2023 to be held in Taipei, Taiwan, the organizers are watching closely how will 
Globecom 2020 be conducted in the hybrid format, as the same venue is planned to be used for 
ISIT. Hybrid model is preferred.  
 
For ISIT 2024 to be held in New York City, which is in the pre-proposal stage, the organizers are 
re-thinking the situation, due to high local cost and the pandemic crisis, and are looking for 
guidance from BoG. 
 
Vijay stated that the action items are to fill vacancies on the committee, and to re-think topics 
and format of future IT conferences and workshops. 
 
Constitution and Bylaws Committee – Elza Erkip  
 



To add BITS EiC and Chair of the Steering Committee to the Publications Committee. 
 
The result of the straw poll was: 20 yes, 1 no, 2 abstain votes. 
 
3 options plus another new option to investigate further and abstain 
 
The following poll was issued in regards to the ex-officio BoG membership. 
 
Vote for one of the following options: 
 

• Option 1: Add BITS EiC to the BoG  
• Option 2: Add BITS EiC to the BoG, Transactions EE no longer ex-officio BoG 
• Member 
• Option 3: Have an appointed VP of Pubs who is the only ex-officio BoG member 
• 



Motion: To extend the deadline for nominations for Distinguished Lecturers, Padovani Lecturer, 
and Goldsmith Lecturer to November 15, 2020. 
 
The motion passed. 
 
 


